2QO	A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGi^S
up their horrid heads and waited till the ultimate link
should part. If Duke Cesare's army were disbanded, thou-
sands of condottieri would be at large, brigands ready to
take service under a new chief, under any banner. Why not
under the banners of the Column and the Bear ? Colonna
and Orsini in alliance, reinforced by those same uncon-
querable mercenaries, might recover their old position, and
once more become the strong right and left hands of a feeble
Pope of their own; and then the days of the hated Borgia
would be numbered. Colonna and Orsini, like their antip-
odes righteousness and peace, forgot their ancient feud
and each kissed other. Duke Cesare indeed was in evil case.
And then, suddenly, after a pontificate of six and twenty
days, the Lord Pius P.P. Ill died.
This moment was the opportunity of the psychic epilep-
tic, the Lord Cardinal-Bishop Giuliano della Rovere, eter-
nal enemy of the House of Borgia. He had emerged from
the exile, which his innumerable treasons and malfeasances
had merited, in time for the election of the Lord Pius P.P.
Ill during Whose short r&gn he had employed himself to
his own advantage. He had no friends. He gained the
loathing of all with whom he had to do. The Sacred Col-
lege to a man was inimical to him. He was not wealthy.
He was thoroughly plebeian, he had no learning, no diplo-
matic skill, no charm. And there, on the other hand, was
the splendid Duke Cesare, feared; yes: but admired also;
and his unconquerable army was within call. A second time
the election appeared likely to depend on him.
Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere was a desperate man.
The only advantage that he possessed was, that at this
time when all the other cardinals were in a state of nervous
perturbation at the unusual occurrence of the deaths of two
Popes in three months, he alone preserved his equanimity.
He alone knew what ^ie wanted. His colleagues in the
Conclave were mentally collapsed: they showed signs of a
liability to come under the influence of, to take advice, to

